
Timestamp Choose one option.  -  Elija una opción. Written Statement (Optional) - Declaración escrita (opcional)
6/19/2021 19:16:29 I wish to speak publicly.  -  Deseo 

hablar públicamente.
6/19/2021 19:35:50 I will submit my statement in writing on 

this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

I am writing in support of renaming Stanford Middle School after Kizzmekia Corbett. I believe this would be a fantastic 
honor for a person who has graduated from Orange County Schools and pursued higher education in the service of her 
community. Beyond that, the name Corbett Middle School would be a source of pride and encouragement to the 
students. After more than a year of strife dealing with the pandemic, one of our best weapons to fight Covid-19 has 
come in the form of a vaccine, developed in part by a Black woman who called Hillsborough home. I am an ER nurse 
and I have the utmost respect for the fantastic scientists who have helped to quell what has been the most frightening 
and stressful time in my life. I respectfully encourage the Board to consider this name change to Kizzmekia Corbett 
Middle School. 

6/21/2021 8:24:39 I will submit my statement in writing on 
this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

I whole-heartedly support changing the name of Stanford Middle School to Orange Middle School. As I understand it, 
Mr Stanford, while involved in the education system in Orange County supported continued segregation of students 
based on nothing more than the color of their skin. Mistakes are made by all of us, and even people who preceded us 
by some generations. The best way to resolve them is to try to right wrongs the best we can, even if we didn't make the 
original decisions. This is a teaching opportunity for our students to learn more about the names that they see where we 
live and to learn more complete history, which is Black history, including slavery. Part of that includes renaming streets, 
schools, and communities as necessary, and the relevant discussions are providing this greater education and righting 
historical wrongs wherever, and whenever possible.

6/21/2021 17:13:18 I will submit my statement in writing on 
this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

As a resident of Orange County and the Town of Hillsborough, I respectfully request that C.W. Stanford Middle School 
carry a name more befitting the vibrant and cultured community that it serves.  The Board need not focus on one priority 
at a time; a thoughtful, compassionate renaming can occur in tandem with other significant educational priorities.  In 
order to continue to move beyond our racially problematic roots, we must flex into uncomfortable territory, admit our 
shortcomings and make significant strides toward equality.  We must realize that honoring a legacy of inaction is a 
continued injustice against our friends and community members of color, and thus, us all.  Thank you for your thoughtful 
consideration.
Respectfully submitted,
Maria Flanagan

6/22/2021 8:53:41 I will submit my statement in writing on 
this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

C W Stanford has been in Hillsborough for more years than I have (36). It is not my place or anyone else’s to change 
the name because someone might be offended by something a person did 2 centuries ago. 
When we try to rewrite history & erase it, we are doomed to repeat it. Our history is often sad, tragic, cruel & unfair. Let’
s remember it so we don’t repeat it. You can change every name in this town, but you can’t change what happened. 

6/22/2021 9:59:38 I will submit my statement in writing on 
this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

I want to address the potential names for renaming Stanford Middle School.  While this endeavor isn't what I believe the 
board should be spending their time working on right now, this is clearly something that is moving forward.  I was 
certainly surprised to see someone's name being suggested by the board after the community input was provided.  That 
wasn't how this process was supposed to work, based on the agreed procedures.  And isn't having a school named 
after someone how we got here to begin with?  If you name a school after a person, there is bound to be controversy at 
some point. There will always be critics - someone didn't do enough, someone said something inappropriate, etc, etc.  
Naming the school after a person puts an undue burden on them to live up to the high expectations that we fantasize 
should be represented by the person behind the name of the school.  It doesn't leave any room for any mistakes to be 
made - in the past or in the future, and that is unfair.  We're all human and humans make mistakes, often 
unintentionally.  My concern is that this district is about to spend a lot of money to make this naming change - we don't 
want to be here again in a few years because we realize that the namesake did something that offended someone.  It 
shouldn't matter how "famous" a person is - that person is human, and will inevitably be criticized for something.  You 
can just do a google search for controversial tweets by any person and find a lot of reasons to reconsider your 
suggestion.  

6/22/2021 12:08:37 I will submit my statement in writing on 
this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

I am a parent of OCS 6th and 4th graders. I commend the Board for taking this important step to rename two of our 
schools to remove this homage to white supremacy and segregation from our children's everyday and their identity as 
students. As a white parent raising white kids, I'm grateful for this opportunity to teach my kids why names of schools 
and public spaces matter.
I urge our community to take this opportunity to honor Dr Corbett, and in naming the middle school after her, to 
recognize and celebrate the brilliant leadership of Black women.

6/22/2021 20:48:25 I will submit my statement in writing on 
this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

Father of rising 6th grader.
Strong support for Corbett. Her work has benefited so many.

6/22/2021 20:55:11 I will submit my statement in writing on 
this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

First, I am not using my real name because as an employee in Orange County Schools I fear retribution from board 
members and central office. It is sad that so many OCS staff feel this way.
I am greatly concerned that when the Orange County School Board of Education spends money and time for a third 
party to be mediators with a group of people and they do such a poor job that the school board dismisses their work by 
adding a name. The school board's suggestion goes against their own policy 9300. Did you do this because you feel 
you all have the right as board members to waive the policy. Your integrity now comes into question as you waive your 
policies, because if you waive one, you could waive others too and it calls into question the purpose for having policies. 
If your integrity is questioned, then this board will be judged years from now, just like Mr. Stanford.
I believe that policy 9300 was written to stop mistakes from happening. The name the school board has added to the list 
is for living person who is only 35 years old and may live another 70 years.  Hillary McKenzie, can you  guarantee Dr.
Kizzmeki will always be a model citizen, a hero to the town and someone who never gets in trouble with the law? Didn't 
think so.
That is a hard standard by any means, but if she can't, then this board, and it's leaders, will be held responsible and 
forever be associated with that mistake, and like Mr. Stanford. 
There should be an amendment to policy 9300 that prohibits the use of a living persons name and then you will have all 
the facts and be able to make a solid, just decision.
Please don't think I am not thankful for Dr.Kizzmeki Corbet's contribution, I am, and I have benefited from being 
vaccinated, and I hope you all have to. If you have been vaccinated I hope you all visit schools this year because there 
are many OCS staff that have never met some of you.
 I also hope Dr.Kizzmeki's works continues to benefit people around the world for years to come. Then, when her life is 
over,  and her life has stayed honest and free from shame, name a school or building after her.
You know, speaking of famous people from Hillsborough, why didn't the school board have Billy Strayhorn as a choice? 
or someone else as famous, Elizabeth Keckly?
Board members, if I had presented these comments in person instead of as a written statement, I would ask you to 
raise your hand if you knew who these two people were and why they are famous. But I won't do this now because you 
probably did research by the meeting so your hand could go up.
In closing, after looking through all the renaming committee notes and meetings, they did a through and difficult task 
that the school board has dismissed. There were many names that were not considered because they followed the 
rules the school board has chosen to ignore. 
But please,  don't submit a name without proper vetting, because what you find after the fact might embarrass the 
person involved, the person who submitted the name, and the school system.

6/22/2021 21:13:38 I wish to speak publicly.  -  Deseo 
hablar públicamente.



Timestamp Choose one option.  -  Elija una opción. Written Statement (Optional) - Declaración escrita (opcional)
6/22/2021 21:18:20 I will submit my statement in writing on 

this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

As an educator, local community member and a mother of a mixed race black son, I want to commend OCSB on being 
able to not only navigate an unthinkable situation of the pandemic but also taking steps to address the truth of our 
history in our community.  True community must have an accounting of the truth that whole peoples were gravely 
harmed in the colonization and settling of this land we are on AND then take actions to amend that harm and move 
forward without glorifying people in the past that were for maintaining the harmful status quo. I am grateful and proud to 
have my son and bonus sons go to OCS where this work is being done on many levels.  When is the time to make 
these amends and changes?  NOW.  It's always a good time to move forward to correct these harms. With this 
renaming initiative my son can hold his head a little higher knowing that the leaders in our school community see him 
and care about making this place a little more inclusive and safe for all of us. Thank you for your hard work in this effort. 
You have my full support. ~Trevia (TREE-va) Woods

6/22/2021 23:01:44 I will submit my statement in writing on 
this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

I am writing in support of changing the name of Stanford Middle School. This is the right time to make this important 
change for our community and our students. Our schools need to be places that honor and support all of the students in 
our district. I support changing the name to Poplar Hill Middle School. If we name the school Orange Middle, it implies 
that all of the students in the district go there. Kizzmekia Corbett certainly deserves high honors but I think it best to not 
name any school after a person during these tumultuous times. Thank you for providing the community an opportunity 
to be heard on these matters.   

6/22/2021 23:19:44 I will submit my statement in writing on 
this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

Renaming C.W. Stanford to better reflect the values that we hold as a community is crucial. To not do so would be in 
violation of the OCS School Board's Equity in Education Resolution. 

6/23/2021 7:13:33 I will submit my statement in writing on 
this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

I'm supportive of changing the name of the school. It's not canceling history to acknowledge that our values have 
changed and progress has been made. We can recognize the contributions of Mr. Stanford in working to improve 
education in Orange County while also holding our public monuments and buildings to a higher standard. If it hurts 
people of color to see the name of a board member during times of segregation elevated on a school building, we 
should take it off. I'm white and I trust the Northern Orange NAACP's guidance on this. 

6/23/2021 10:00:26 I will submit my statement in writing on 
this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

We all know that America was founded with the ideals of freedom and equality, and the right to pursue Life, Liberty, and 
the Pursuit of Happiness. We know also that these rights and ideals have not historically been made available to all 
people living within the borders of our country, and in fact, have been intentionally held out of their reach for hundreds 
of years. 

We know that education is the key to success, that in order to pursue happiness, liberty and equality, every one of our 
children must have access to a quality education. What some of us may not know is that the ability to learn well and 
fully is based upon our ability to learn in safety. When we are afraid, uncertain that we belong, uncertain we are safe, 
made to feel othered, our brains are less able to process new information, and our education is compromised. 

We have the opportunity to make good on our declaration that America is a land of freedom and equality, and that 
begins by making our schools safe areas of learning for every single student. Let’s name our schools not with names 
that carry the burdens of Hate, Inequality, and Suffering, names our children wear on their t-shirts and jerseys, but with 
names of Hope, Equality, and Peace. I petition that we change these school names to reflect our future and our 
children’s future, and not glorify the pains of the past. 

6/23/2021 10:06:59 I wish to speak publicly.  -  Deseo 
hablar públicamente.

6/23/2021 11:12:10 I wish to speak publicly.  -  Deseo 
hablar públicamente.

6/23/2021 11:47:58 I will submit my statement in writing on 
this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

As an Orange County resident, I am in full support of renaming CW Stanford Middle School, and hope that the Board 
might give full consideration to renaming it to Kizzmekia Corbett Middle School. What better way to honor a graduate of 
Orange County schools and uplift Dr. Corbett’s accomplishments and critical life-saving work in immunology? I hope the 
board will consider waiving any policy that would prohibit renaming a school after a person, as the contributions that Dr. 
Corbett has made to the medical field during this historic pandemic is something we should celebrate and acknowledge 
to the fullest extent.

Thank you for your dedication and commitment to ensuring that structures of white supremacy and Jim Crow era 
policies no longer have a place in our public schools. This renaming process is a strong step towards a long overdue 
reckoning. I hope you will continue doing the critical work to ensure that all of our county’s children receive an equitable 
education in schools that proudly support the accomplishments of its Black, Brown, and Indigenous graduates.

6/23/2021 11:54:53 I wish to speak publicly.  -  Deseo 
hablar públicamente.

6/23/2021 13:48:51 I will submit my statement in writing on 
this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

I am 100% in favor to change the name of Stanford Middle school to honor Dr. Kizzmeika Corbett . She represents the 
very best of Orange county North Carolina as a research scientist and a professional woman. Her knowledge and 
expertise contributed to our ability to address the COVID-19 pandemic in a successful manor. We all owe a debt of 
gratitude to Dr. Corbett. 

Sincerely, 
Deborah Rider, MSW

6/23/2021 14:44:51 I will submit my statement in writing on 
this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

Although I don't genrally suppport the use of persoal names on public buildings, I would support an exception renaming 
CW Stanford Middle School as Kizzmekia Cobett Middle School in recognition of Ms. Corbett's contribution to the 
development of a COVID-19 vaccine that has contributed to the preservation of human life around the world.

6/23/2021 15:51:41 I will submit my statement in writing on 
this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

I love the idea of honoring Dr. Corbett by naming our middle school after her. What a wonderful way to celebrate her 
accomplishments as an OCS grad! Additionally, she embodies the focus of OCS: diversity as the key to our united 
success!

6/23/2021 17:07:50 I wish to speak publicly.  -  Deseo 
hablar públicamente.

6/23/2021 17:12:37 I will submit my statement in writing on 
this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

I am a long time resident of Northern Orange. I am a homeowner and a business owner in Hillsborough. I also have two 
children who reside in the Northern Orange District. I would like CW Stanford to be renamed for Dr. Kizzmekia Corbett, 
a graduate of our district. This would offset the years during which the school was named for a time when Dr. Corbett's 
own parents wouldn't have been able to attend school board meetings.

6/23/2021 19:43:58 I will submit my statement in writing on 
this form.  -  Presentaré mi declaración 
por escrito en este formulario.

I respectfully recommend that C.W. Stanford be renamed after renowned scientist Dr. Kizzmekia Corbet whose 
research was instrumental to the creation of the lifesaving Moderna Vaccine.  Dr.  Corbet has strong ties to NC and 
Orange County. She was born in Hurdle Mills and received her PhD from UNC-Chapel Hill in microbiology and 
immunology. She recently joined Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health as an assistant professor in the 
Department of Immunology and Infectious Diseases and will also hold an appointment at the Harvard Radcliffe Institute 
as the Shutzer Assistant Professor. Her dedication to advancing health equity is inspiring. Please consider renaming 
the school after Dr. Kizzmekia Corbet. 


